Tu BiShvat 2022 Text Study

Tu BiShvat Through the Ages
Job 14:7
There is hope for a tree; If it is cut down it will renew itself; Its shoots will not
cease. If its roots are old in the earth, and its stump dies in the ground, at the
scent of water it will bud and produce branches like a sapling.

Rabbeinu
Chananel on
Genesis 18:4

Let a little water be brought; bathe your feet and recline under the tree.
This teaches that there was only a single tree at that location. Why did God
reveal Himself in the shape of a tree? This was because He told him that he
would sire a son after having become old, similar to a tree of which it is written
that even “an old tree still has hope of producing new branches even if it has
been cut down, it will renew itself its shoots will not cease, if its roots are old in
the earth and its stump dies in the ground. At the scent of water it will bud and
produce branches like a sapling.” (Job 14,7-9)
Questions
1. The second text is using the verse that describes Abraham and Sarah getting
the visitors telling them that Sarah will become pregnant at her older age. What
is Rabbeinu Chananel saying about getting older?
2. Why do you think they use the older tree text as proof?
3. Have you seen in nature old trees that have died? Have you seen examples when
old trees still have young shoots? Do you know why this can happen?
4. How does this text modify your understanding of trees this Tu BiShvat?
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Genesis 1:11–12

And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit trees of
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth
brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing plants of every kind, and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that this was good.

Genesis 2:9
And from the ground the LORD God caused to grow every tree that was pleasing to
the sight and good for food, with the tree of life in the middle of the garden, and the
tree of knowledge of good and bad.
In Genesis Chapters 1 and 2, we read of two different accounts of how the creation
of the earth occurred. In Chapter 1, things are very orderly, and our text occurs on
the Third day. In Chapter 2, we don’t read about the days, but trees were the Third
thing to be created.
Questions
1. Why do you think trees play a crucial point in our creation stories?
2. At first glance, what role do trees play in each story?
3. Can you think of other roles trees have in Genesis?
4. How does this text modify your understanding of trees this Tu BiShvat?

Psalm 92:13
(13) The righteous bloom like a date-palm (gives fruit); they thrive like a cedar
(tall and strong) in Lebanon;

Bamidbar
Rabbah 3:1
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A righteous person will flourish like a date palm. No part of the date palm is
wasted: Its dates are eaten; its young branches are used for ritual blessing [of
the lulav on sukkot]; its fronds cover the Sukkah; its fibers are used to make
ropes; its leaves are used for sieves; its planed trunks are used for roof beams.
So too there are none worthless in Israel: Some are versed in the Bible; others
know Mishnah; some are masters of aggadah [storytelling]; others do good
deeds; still others promote social equity.
Questions
1. This verse from Psalms is well known and has many melodies.
According to the text, name a benefit of being a righteous person.
2. How does the Midrashic text amplify this?
3. Does this text mention how someone not considered
righteous can benefit like a tree?
4. Knowing that Midrash claims each and every part of the date
palm, how can we be more ardent recyclers and “re-users?”
5. How does this text modify your understanding of trees this Tu BiShvat?

Ta’anit 5b: 11–12

…It is comparable to one who was walking through a desert and who was
hungry, tired, and thirsty. And he found a tree whose fruits were sweet and
whose shade was pleasant, and a stream of water flowed beneath it. He ate
from the fruits of the tree, drank from the water in the stream, and sat in the
shade of the tree. And when he wished to leave, he said: Tree, O Tree, with
what shall I bless you? Shall I say to you, ‘May thy fruits be sweet’? They
are sweet already; that your shade be pleasant? It is already pleasant; that a
stream of water may flow beneath you? Look, a stream of water flows already
beneath you; therefore [I say], ‘May it be God’s will that all your saplings
shall be just like you.
Rabbi Yitzchak is giving an example and uses an encounter with
a tree to set the scene.
Questions
1. In this story, how do you think a tree can provide sweet fruits, shade, and
water in the middle of a desert?
2. Why do you think fruit, water, and shade are listed in this order?
3. What else would you have blessed the tree with in this situation?
4. How does this text modify your understanding of trees this Tu BiShvat?

jnf.org
800.JNF.0099

3

