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Program

Friday, December 27th 

Welcome to Israel! 

•	 Enjoy light refreshments before setting off to begin your adventure!  

Check-in 

Welcome Session

•	 Get to know your peers and staff and gain insight into what you can expect to do, see, and learn this week.

Dinner at the Hotel 

Overnight: Ana Haifa, Haifa

Saturday, December 28th  

8:00-9:00 AM: Breakfast at the Hotel

Timeline Activity in Hotel Meeting Room. 

•	 With the help of your tour educator, delve deeper into the important historical events that have helped shape the state of 
Israel. 

Stella Maris Tour Short Walking Tour 

•	 Includes Elijah’s Cave, the monastery, and an introduction to the beaches of Haifa. The tour is designed to open the 
experience of the cultural and religious diversity in Haifa and Israel in general.  

Druze Lunch and Hospitality 

•	 Enjoy an authentic Druze meal at Daliyat al-Karmel. 

House of Colors 

•	 Visit the “House of Colors” museum by Sam Halaby, listen to his personal story, and learn about the Druze community in 
Israel. 

Chanukah Candle Lightning and Sufganiot 

•	 Learn about Chanukah and celebrate the fourth night of the holiday with the group.

Service Activity 

•	 Support small businesses in Israel’s north and down south while you create beautiful gift bags to be delivered to special 
recipients later in the week. 

Group Reflection 

•	 Take the time to reflect on your day so far, and learn about the Bahai faith and people, as well as the Moslem community 
living in Haifa.

Downtown Festival 

•	 Enjoy the “Holiday of Holidays festival” and Haifa nightlife.  

Overnight: Ana Haifa, Haifa

*Program subject to change
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Sunday, December 29th  

7:00 – 8:00 AM: Breakfast at the hotel 

8:00 AM: Bus Leaves 

Nazareth Church of Annunciation 

•	 The Catholic Church of the Annunciation, also known as the Basilica of the Annunciation, is the most impressive & 
spectacular site in the city & is considered one of the holiest churches for Christianity. The church is an outstanding 
building in the center of town, and the belief is that it was built at the site of the house of the Virgin Mary.  

Independent Lunch  

Capernaum 

•	 On the Sea of Galilee, a fishing village established during the time of the Hasmoneans, important for both Judaism and 
Christianity. Hometown of several apostles and where Jesus performed miracles. 

Jeep Tour - Sea of Galilee 

•	 A tour in 4X4 vehicles in the hills around the Sea of Galilee while you see and learn about the geopolitics of the northern 
border  

Dinner at the Hotel 

Chanukah Candle Lightning 

Meet Sarit Zehavi 

•	 Sarit is the CEO and founder of Alma - a nonprofit and an independent research and education center specializing in 
Israel’s security challenges on its northern border. She served for 15 years in the Israeli Defense Forces, specializing in 
Military Intelligence. Sarit has briefed hundreds of groups and forums, ranging from US Senators, Congressmen/women, 
and politicians to senior journalists and visiting VIP groups in Israel and overseas. 

Overnight: Ana Haifa, Haifa

Monday, December 30th  

7:00 – 8:00 AM: Breakfast at the Hotel

8:00 AM: Bus Leaves

Beit HaGefen  

•	 Visit an Arab-Jewish cultural center in Haifa, aimed at creating equalitarian and shared spaces that contain the diversity 
of identities and cultures in Israel and worldwide. 

Tel Aviv University: Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies

•	 A non-partisan, inter-disciplinary center for contemporary study and analysis. Tour Tel Aviv University. 

Independent Lunch at Jaffa Flea Market

Jaffa Old City Tour  

•	 Walk the magical streets of the ancient port city of Jaffa, famous for its role throughout history. From Andromeda and 
Perseus of Greek mythology to the Prophet Jonah, King Solomon and Saint Peter, Old Jaffa echoes voices from the past 
and is home today to a vibrant artistic community.  

Jaffa Beach Time and Sunset

Chanukah Candle Lightning 

Dinner at the Hotel 

Meet with Sharren Haskel, Member of the Knesset and former Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Overnight: Hotel Metropolitan, Tel-Aviv

*Program subject to change
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Tuesday, December 31st 

7:00 – 8:30 AM: Breakfast at the Hotel

8:30 AM: Bus Leaves

Meet with Jonathan Nizar Elkhoury 

•	 Jonathan is an Israeli-Lebanese Christian speaker, LGBTQ+ activist, public diplomacy adviser, commentator, and 
advocate for Israel.  

Meet with Representatives from the Hostages’ Families Forum 

•	 After experiencing the worst, and currently in the dark as their families are held hostage in Gaza, they will share with us 
their personal stories and the stories of their loved ones. We will hear about the actions currently being taken to return 
the hostages on the civilian end and vis-à-vis the governmental end, as we pray alongside them for the return of the 
captives as soon as possible. 

Hostages Square 

•	 Visit the heart of the civil activity to promote the release of the hostages still held in Gaza. Witness the different displays 
and the family members of the hostages who are dedicated to bringing them back.

Independent Lunch at Sarona Market 

Rainbow Tour TLV

•	 Experience the Israeli LGBTQIA+ community through the lens of Tel-Aviv, the LGBTQIA+ capital of the Middle East & the 
home to a vibrant & colorful LGBTQIA+ community. 

Chanukah Candle Lightning and Dinner at a Local Restaurant, Florentina 

Free Night in Tel Aviv – HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Overnight: Metropolitan, Tel-Aviv

Wednesday, January 1st 

9:00 – 10:00 AM: Breakfast at the Hotel 

10:00 AM: Bus Leaves

Meet with Ashager Arero

•	 Learn about the culture, the tradition, and the journey of Aliya to the Holy Land of the Ethiopian Jews. 

Independent Lunch  

Meet Col (Res.) Miri Eisin 

•	 An Israeli journalist and a retired colonel of the Israeli Army with a background in political science. Miri is a former 
official spokeswoman charged with explaining and clarifying Israel’s perspective about its international standing, with a 
particular emphasis placed on the ongoing Israeli-Arab conflicts 

Meet IDF Spokesperson Unit representative Lt. Tammy Shur 

•	 Discuss the ongoing situation in Israel, the ethics of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), and learn about the current threats to 
Israel and the measures taken to defend the Israeli population and all civilians during war 

Meet with Miluimnikim (Reservists) 

•	 Learn more from these students and young professionals, redrafted to reserve duty after October 7th, and engage in a 
conversation about their service. 

Dinner and Chanukah Candle Lightning

•	 Celebrate the eighth and last night of Chanukah with Miluimnikim at a local restaurant. 

Overnight: Metropolitan, Tel-Aviv

*Program subject to change
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Thursday, January 2nd

7:30 – 8:30 AM: Breakfast at the Hotel 

8:30 AM: Bus Leaves

Yad Vashem 

•	 Visit the World Holocaust Remembrance Center, safeguarding the memory of the past & its meaning for future 
generations. Since its establishment in 1953, Yad Vashem has become the home & world center for documentation, 
research, education, & commemoration of the Holocaust. 

Independent Lunch at Shuk Machane Yehudah 

•	 Wander the Shuk & grab lunch from some of the best selections of food & flavors in all of Israel in this open-air market. 

Indigenous People’s Embassy

•	 Tour and meet with representatives to learn why this embassy is integral to Israel’s values

Haviv Rettig Gur 

•	 Hear from a veteran Israeli-American journalist and analyst at The Times of Israel.

Jewish Orthodox Food Tasting Tour in Jerusalem 

•	 Get a rare glimpse of culture and history! Try traditional Jewish foods while exploring local markets and hear about the 
community life of Orthodox Jerusalem. 

Free Night 

•	 Enjoy the nightlife of Jerusalem!

Overnight: Hotel Prima Kings, Jerusalem

Friday, January 3rd 

7:00 – 8:00 AM: Breakfast at the Hotel 

8:00 AM: Bus Leaves

The City of David 

•	 Visit an archaeological site that reveals the birthplace of Jerusalem. About 3,000 years ago, King David left his beloved 
city, Hebron, and headed for Jerusalem with one clear goal, to turn Jerusalem into a political, religious, and spiritual 
capital for the entire Jewish people. This tour will give you a rare opportunity to experience ancient Jerusalem and watch 
ancient stories come to life before your eyes. 

Lunch in Jerusalem’s Old City 

Old City Tour 4 Quarters: (Moslem, Jewish, Christian, and Armenian)

•	 Walk through the ancient streets of Jerusalem’s Old City, where history awaits around every corner. Follow the footsteps 
of pilgrims throughout the ages, who followed their hearts and embarked on the long journey to Jerusalem- the heart of 
the Holy Land. Discover the history of the ancient temples and their destruction, what is left of them today, and the role 
the city plays in contemporary politics. Visit the Temple Mount and learn about the Dome of the Rock, Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

Kabbalat Shabbat at the Kotel 

•	 Welcome the Shabbat with a ceremony in front of the holy Western Wall. 

Traditional Shabbat Dinner at the Hotel 

Oneg Shabbat 

•	 Meet with Noah Shufutinsky (AKA: rapper West Side Gravy) from StandWithUs. Gather over snacks with your friends and 
enjoy a super fun activity! 

Overnight: Hotel Prima Kings, Jerusalem

*Program subject to change
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Saturday-Shabbat, January 4th 

7:00 – 8:00 AM: Breakfast at the Hotel 

8:00 AM: Leave the Hotel

Qasr al-Yahud 

•	 Visit the baptismal site on the banks of the Jordan River, where according to tradition, Jesus was baptized by John the 
Baptist and way before that, the Jews crossed into the Holy Land. Opportunity to get Baptized in the ancient waters. 

Masada 

•	 Take a cable car ride to Herod’s palace, and the scene of the last battle of the Jews in the Roman Empire. Learn about 
their heroic stand and the impact this story had on modern Zionism. 

Independent Lunch at the Dead Sea. 

Beach Time at the Dead Sea 

•	 Visit the lowest place on earth & one of the world’s wonders. Float in the Dead Sea & experience Israel’s amazing natural beauty. 

Dinner at the Hotel 

Group Reflection  

Meet with Kaled Abu Toameh 

•	 Learn more from this senior Palestinian Affairs correspondent for The Jerusalem Post, an award-winning producer and 
journalist. 

Overnight: Hotel Prima Kings, Jerusalem

Sunday, January 5th 
7:00 – 8:00 AM: Breakfast and Checkout

8:00 AM: Bus Leaves

Gaza Overlook 

•	 Take a closer look into the Gaza strip and have a conversation about the complex situation between Israel and Gaza and 
the challenges facing residents of the region. 

Tour of Kfar Aza 

•	 Learn about life in the Kibbutz before October 7th, speak with survivors about how they are coping with the horrid 
events, and see firsthand the destruction left behind. 

Lunch Among the Vineyards at Geula 

Nova Music Festival Site

•	 Visit the grounds where nearly 4,000 people spent the weekend of October 7th. Walk the grounds that are being 
preserved as a memorial to all those who were massacred or taken hostage on that day. Meet with Sapir Golan, a 
20-year-old Nova Festival Survivor 

Meet Michal Uziyahu 

•	 Michal is the Major of the Eshkol Regional Council, a community located along Israel’s border with Gaza and Egypt. 
She oversees the region’s community programs and strategic initiatives, playing a key role in the development and 
management of services for the local population. 

Groovetech 

•	 Visit the vibrant hub of technology and culture in the heart of the southern “Eshkol” region, where startup nation meets 
social initiatives. 

Dinner at the Hotel 

Group Reflection 

Overnight: Gvulot, South

*Program subject to change
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Monday, January 6th 
8:00 – 8:40 AM: Breakfast at Hotel

8:40 AM: Bus Leaves

ADI Negev Nahalat Eran (& Delivering Gift Packages) 

•	 This rehabilitation village serves the south of Israel but attracts residents from all over the country. With lifetime care 
for the most severely disabled, medical treatment for the injured and recovering, and classrooms combining typical and 
special needs children, this village is a model for how countries can treat their citizens in need.  

Peres Center for Peace & Innovation 

•	 Visit the first and largest visitor’s center of its kind. This thrilling, interactive center presents the incredible story of Israel, 
the “innovation nation”, showcases the diverse fields and people behind Israeli innovation, and welcomes visitors from 
Israel and around the world with the aim of promoting a better future of prosperity and peace. 

Independent Lunch and Free Time for Shopping at Shuk Hacarmel 

•	 Shuk Hacarmel is Tel Aviv’s largest open-air market. 

Dinner and Conversation with Emily Schrader 

•	 Emily is a journalist, lecturer, and award-winning content creator. As an American-Israeli, her work focuses on sharing 
real stories from the Middle East, as well as fighting various forms of bigotry in the region. 

Closing Discussion 

•	 Take the time to reflect on your Israeli experience a moment before the adventure ends and you set off for the trip back 
home. 

Departure from Israel - Have a Safe Trip Home!

*Program subject to change
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Participants

Abiskar Thapaliya
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT ARLINGTON CLASS OF 2024

Abiskar studied Information Systems and served as Vice President of 
UTACode, where he mentored underserved children in Computer Science. He 
has also led volunteer missions through Student Ambassadors and served as 
Parliamentarian in student government.

Aisha Shirazi
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA CLASS OF 2026

Aisha is double majoring in Political Science with a concentration in 
International Relations and French and Francophone Studies. She serves as 
President of the French Club, facilitating cultural events, and Vice President 
of Honors Osprey Middle East, organizing programs to celebrate diverse 
cultures and religions.

Arianna-Rosie Bourgoin
TEXAS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2027

Arianna is double majoring in Political Science and French with a passion for 
antisemitism awareness and advocacy. She serves as President of Christians 
United for Israel, organizes cultural events, and is an active member of the 
Honors Program.
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Bahij Said
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND CLASS OF 2026

Bahij is pursuing degrees in Government and Politics, Arabic, and Persian, 
with a minor in Terrorism Studies. With experience in intelligence asdfhas 
participated in over 25 Middle East trips and is fluent in multiple languages, 
including Arabic and Persian.

Celine Ramirez
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA CLASS OF 2024

Celine is pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science with a minor in 
Physics. She has gained diverse technical experience through internships at 
Bank of America and Andromeda Systems, specializing in Python, Flask, and 
software engineering. Celine is passionate about research and innovation, 
with a focus on IoT and environmental projects.

Christian Almestica 
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Christian is pursuing a B.S. in Diplomacy and International Relations 
and Economics with a minor in Italian. He serves as Treasurer for the 
Undergraduate Diplomacy Student Association, is a founding member of the 
Latin American Diplomacy Association and is active in fostering a supportive 
campus community as a Resident Assistant.

Crystal Tjahja
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2026

Crystal is pursuing studies in Speech and Debate, Economics, and 
Personal Finance. With leadership roles in youth group administration and 
StandWithUs Israel, she is passionate about advocacy, community service, 
and fostering impactful change.
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Danielle Weber
TULANE UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Danielle is pursuing a dual degree in Economics and Public Health. She serves 
as Engagement Director for MEDLIFE, leading global outreach efforts, and 
as a Tulane Peer Health Educator, fostering open dialogue around student 
wellness and health issues.

Danielle E. Weitzel
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Danielle is pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Business Management with 
minors in Sales and Negotiations. She serves as Chapter President of Alpha 
Chi Omega and VP Membership for Riley Dance Marathon, combining her 
leadership skills with a passion for community development and service.

David Felipe Castillo
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA CLASS OF 2026

David is studying Electrical Engineering and Computer and Information 
Science and Engineering. He mentors freshman students through the STEPUP 
program, fosters STEM engagement as a tutor for SHPE, and conducts 
research on mitigating space debris, with his work projected for publication.

David Evers
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2026

David is studying Computer Science with a passion for technology and 
international collaboration. He has gained hands-on experience as a Data 
Center Technician, is involved in Engineers for International Development, and 
actively participates in fostering dialogue on Israel and Palestine relations 
through Braver Angels.
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Deeyana Patel
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA CLASS OF 2024

Deeyana has a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. She served 
as Marketing Director for the Society of Hispanic Professional Engineers and 
has hands-on experience in design engineering through her co-op at Zimmer 
Biomet, where she developed custom medical solutions.

Evelyn Eggers
INDIANA UNIVERSITY BLOOMINGTON CLASS OF 2024

Evelyn has a double degree in Secondary Education and Political Science. She 
served as the Director of Sexual Violence Prevention in student government, 
advocated for Title IX and mental health services, and was an Israel Campus 
Coalition Fellow.

Gabe Tanner
PATRICK HENRY COLLEGE CLASS OF 2025

Gabe is studying Government with a focus on American Politics and Policy. 
He is a National Security Network Intern at the Foundation for Defense of 
Democracies and serves as Director of Communications for the PHC American 
Politics and Policy Program.

Hayden Karnes
ORAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2027

Hayden is pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Engineering with a minor in 
Ministry and Leadership. He combines technical expertise in CAD modeling 
and MATLAB with leadership experience, including leading mission trips to 
Central and South America and serving as Music Director for Victory Church.
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Jannatul Ferdaus
VIRGINIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE CLASS OF 2025

Jannatul is a Social Science major specializing in Human Rights and 
International Affairs. She has participated in study abroad programs in 
Switzerland, interned with the U.S. Department of Education, and serves as 
Student Body Treasurer, coordinating budgets and fundraising events.

Jessica Hope Hasty
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH FLORIDA CLASS OF 2026

Jessica is a Biomedical Sciences major and member of Hicks Honors 
College. She is passionate about community service, having volunteered for 
disaster relief efforts and mission work, and actively participates in student 
government and extracurricular clubs.

Joevensky Seme
SAINT AUGUSTINE’S UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2024

Joevensky earned a B.S. in Biology with a minor in Public Health. As a 
dedicated research scholar, he has conducted studies on plant genomics and 
translational medicine through programs at NIH and Michigan State University 
and served as a student leader in the Honors College.

Joshua Axton
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2024

Joshua has a double major in Diplomacy and International Relations and 
Economics with a minor in Spanish. A Buccino Leadership Institute Scholar, 
he led the Voice of Leadership Club and contributed to international service 
projects, including building sanitation facilities in the Dominican Republic.
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Keith Kimbrow II
TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Keith is pursuing a Bachelor of Architecture. He has served as a Resident 
Assistant fostering community among students and is involved in leadership 
roles such as Head of Community Service for The Collegiate 100 and 
Exchequer for Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity.

Mary (Cate) Drane
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI CLASS OF 2026

Mary is pursuing separate degrees in Public Policy a Public Health and 
Health Sciences, on a pre-medical track. She holds leadership roles in Alpha 
Omicron Pi, and is a Leadership and Engagement Ambassador, and a Trent 
Lott Leadership Ambassador. She is active in medical societies, including the 
American Cancer Society and the American Meical Student Association.

Matthew McDaniel
FRONT RANGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Matthew is a Political Science student, combines entrepreneurial experience 
as the founder of “Pet Toys by Matthew” with leadership roles in the Boulder 
Police Department Cadets Program. He is passionate about public service, 
volunteering over 200 hours with the Boulder Police Department and local 
community events.

Mehadi Hasan
BARUCH COLLEGE CLASS OF 2025

Mehadi is pursuing a BBA in Computer Information Systems with a focus on 
Information Risk Management and Cybersecurity. With experience as a social 
media specialist and administrative intern, he is passionate about technology, 
leadership, and community service, including volunteering at El-Ber Masjid 
Mosque and participating in the NYPD Youth Cricket Team.
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Michael Henry
A GRADUATE OF MOREHOUSE COLLEGE AND A CURRENT MASTER’S 

STUDENT AT PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY

Michael is focusing on Peace Negotiation and Conflict Resolution. He has 
served as a Graduate Assistant in Housing and Residence Life, a Rangel 
Fellow for Foreign Affairs, and a Mosaic Taiwan Fellow, engaging in 
leadership, public service, and international education initiatives.

Nicholas Kimble
SETON HALL UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Nicholas is pursuing a B.S. in International Relations, Diplomacy, and English 
Literature with minors in Economics and French. As President of the John 
Quincy Adams Society and a Harvard Public Policy Leadership Scholar, 
he is dedicated to fostering discussions on U.S. foreign policy and social 
development.

Phillip A. Taylor IV
OHIO UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2024

Phillip studied Management Information Systems and Business Analytics 
with a focus on Cyber Security. He has interned at Fiserv as a Cyber Security 
Intern, consulted for Brussels Airlines through the Ohio Global Consulting 
Program, and serves as an analyst for the Fixed Income Management Group, 
managing a $3.2 million portfolio.

Raissa Umwali
SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Raissa is pursuing a B.S. in Computer Science and Data Science. She serves 
as a Student Leader for Black Campus Ministries and Engage Dallas Director 
while gaining hands-on experience as a Students Marketing Ambassador and 
Hegi Career Center Intern, focusing on outreach, engagement, and career 
readiness for youth.
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Riley Callahan
UNION COLLEGE CLASS OF 2025

Riley is majoring in Political Science and Philosophy with a minor in Law and 
Humanities. She is President of the Model United Nations Club, Recruitment 
Chair for Delta Phi Epsilon, and a member of the Varsity Softball Team, 
combining her leadership and teamwork skills with academic excellence.

Ryder Michael
SCHREINER UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Ryder majoring in Mechanical Engineering, is an accomplished leader with 
roles such as SGA Junior Senator, Peer Ministry Leader, and Head STEM 
Editor for the Reveille. A recipient of the President’s List and Merit Scholar 
honors, Ryder excels in leadership, problem-solving, and CAD design, 
while also actively contributing to campus life through organizations like 
Schreiner’s Men Soccer and Campus Ministry.

Sadie Armstrong
BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Sadie is majoring in Piano Performance with a minor in Business. She serves 
as a Piano Technician and Ballet Accompanist while contributing to campus 
life as a member of the BYU Student Advisory Council, blending her musical 
talent with leadership and academic success.

Thomas Ashley
GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2025

Thomas is majoring in Communications with a minor in Political Science. As 
an ICC Community Impact Fellow and PRSSA member, he combines his skills 
in public speaking and writing with a passion for public relations and political 
engagement.
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Thomas Clark
FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2023

Thomas has a degree in Mechanical Engineering with a strong background 
in leadership, project management, and team building. With professional 
experience in security services and management, he excels in ensuring 
safety, operational efficiency, and effective conflict resolution.

Whitaker Swann
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY CLASS OF 2026

Whitaker is a Political Science major with a minor in Statistics and a 
dedicated pro-Israel activist. As a leader in AEPI Fraternity, serving roles such 
as Israel Chair and Sentinel, Whitaker combines his passion for advocacy 
with his organizational and public speaking skills to support Jewish and 
Israeli communities on campus and beyond.
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Staff

Rick Abrams
JEWISH NATIONAL FUND-USA ISRAEL PROGRAMS ADMISSIONS 

DIRECTOR, NEW JERSEY AND EASTERN PA 

Rick came to Jewish National Fund-USA after a career in sales, Jewish 
camping, non-profit fundraising, and most recently, Jewish Education, 
where he served as Director of Education for three different synagogues in 
NY and NJ. He holds a BA in Economics from Rutgers University, a Masters 
in Jewish Education from the Rhea Hirsch School of Education at HUC-JIR 
and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the same institution. As part 
of that Master’s program, Rick and his wife lived in Jerusalem for a year. 
There, he developed his personal Ahavat Tziyon (love of Israel) mindset, 
studying, teaching in a preschool, and playing rhythm guitar in a Klezmer 
wedding band. This continues in his current role, as he enjoys bringing 
a positive Israel experience to all the communities with which he works. 
Whether it’s playing with preschoolers, running around the Israel map with 
elementary school students, recruiting and chaperoning excited teens and 
college students on their way to an exciting Israel experience, or bringing 
Positively Israel speakers (and pizza and pita, of course) to campuses all 
around the tri-state area, Rick loves his work! He lives in Montclair, NJ with 
his wife Lori and has two grown kids. In his free time, he still loves playing 
music (guitar, banjo, and mandolin, mostly) and cooking for his family 
and friends. Feel free to ask him about music, baking, or anything else at 
rabrams@jnf.org.
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Bar Galin
TOUR EDUCATOR

Bar has been a tour guide for the past 10 years. Over the years, he has 
had the pleasure of guiding a diverse range of people, from diplomats 
and journalists to Birthright participants and students of all ages. After 
becoming a father a few years ago, he made a conscious decision to deepen 
his expertise in providing immersive and experiential tours, showcasing 
the vibrant city of Tel Aviv, which he firmly believes is the best city in the 
world. He established himself as a leading tourism program creator for the 
TLV municipality, various tourist companies, and other special groups. Then 
October 7 came, and everything turned on its head; the majority of his work 
these days focuses on the people, events, and aftermath of the day that 
changed everything. Bar holds a BA in both the history of Israel and the land 
of Israel and has completed the two-year course to become a certified tour 
educator. He worked at Hillel at American University in Washington DC for 2 
years and directed the Ben Gurion House in Tel Aviv. In his free time, you’ll 
find him on the beach with his son or DJ-ing in Nachalat Binyamin. Bar can be 
reached at bar.galin@gmail.com

Gabbi Hernandez
SOUTHEAST REGIONAL DIRECTOR, ISRAEL ON CAMPUS COALITION

In her work, Gabbi trains and supports Pro-Israel students in community 
organizing efforts to support the Jewish community and a strong U.S.- 
Israel relationship. Gabbi became involved with ICC when she served as the 
Community Impact Fellow at the University of Florida, where she studied 
Political Science and Russian. Since Gabbi became involved in the Pro-Israel 
movement at large, she has focused on cultivating a connection between the 
Hispanic and Jewish communities. Through her various positions across the 
Pro-Israel movement, she has evolved from ally to a strong advocate and 
activist. Gabbi is always happy to talk or grab a cup of coffee! Reach out to 
her at Gabriela@israelcc.org.
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Josh Mellody-Pizzato
PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL DIRECTOR, ISRAEL ON CAMPUS 

COALITION

Josh is the Western States Director at ICC. He began his political work in 
his home state of Illinois at 16. Josh has worked on campaigns from state 
to Congressional and Gubernatorial races. Josh attended the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign majoring in Political Science. He began his pro-
Israel activism after witnessing the blatant antisemitism students faced 
during BDS. After graduating, he served in a fundraising capacity at AIPAC 
and has been with the ICC family for over four years now. In his spare time, 
Josh lives in San Diego and enjoys spending time at the beach, traveling, 
hiking, finding good Italian restaurants, and geeking out on Star Wars. Josh 
would love to chat – reach out at josh@israelcc.org. 

Dr. Marnie Nadolne
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, JEWISH NATIONAL 

FUND-USA

Dr. Nadolne spent a decade on faculty at Emory Medical School and was Co-
Director of the Emory Pre-Doctoral Internship and Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
in Neuropsychology. After witnessing antisemitism on campuses across the 
nation and the importance of a strong connection to Israel for teens heading 
off to college, she braved a career change to Jewish National Fund-USA about 
5 years ago. Now, Marnie oversees relationships with clergy and educators, 
but her passion is working with Caravan for Democracy. She is incredibly 
grateful for the opportunity to lead amazing college student leaders through 
Israel each year. Outside of work, Marnie volunteers for animal rescue 
organizations, is a ceramicist, and has taught pottery and art for many years 
at overnight summer camps. She loves expanding others’ understanding of 
Israel history and culture and helping them to appreciate the region’s nuance 
and complexity. Marnie and her husband Brian live in Atlanta with their two 
dogs, Mendel and Golda, and are happy when their 3 kids come home with 
laundry. Marnie can be reached for a question or better yet, to share a laugh 
(please laugh at her jokes), at mnadolne@jnf.org. 
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René Reinhard
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, JEWISH NATIONAL FUND-USA’S CARAVAN 

FOR DEMOCRACY STUDENT LEADERSHIP PROGRAM AND FACULTY 

FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM IN ISRAEL

Rene previously served for 12 years as the organization’s Chief of Staff where 
he oversaw Faculty Fellowship’s growth as part of a broader portfolio of 
responsibilities. Before joining JNF-USA, Rene was a Consular Officer with 
the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. He also served in 
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) as a Liaison Officer to the United Nations, UN 
Interim Force in Lebanon, and UN Truce Supervision Organization Forces. 
Rene is an avid global traveler; he believes it’s instrumental in his lifelong 
continuing education to learn, respect, and engage. He is also a great 
conversationalist (with an awesome accent) and would love to hear from you 
at rreinhard@jnf.org. 
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Sarit Zehavi
ALMA CENTER

Lieutenant Colonel (Res.) Sarit Zehavi is the CEO and founder of Alma 
center. Sarit has briefed hundreds of groups and forums, ranging from US 
Senators, Congressmen/women and politicians to senior journalists and 
visiting VIP groups in Israel and overseas. Sarit scripts numerous position 
papers and updates focusing on Lebanon, Syria and Israel’s national 
security challenges. She served for 15 years in the Israeli Defense Forces, 
specializing in Military Intelligence. Sarit holds an M.A. in Middle East 
Studies from Ben-Gurion University. Sarit Zehavi and her husband Yaron are 
raising their 5 children in the Western Galilee.

The Alma Research and Education Center is a non-profit and bipartisan 
organization with the mission of making in-depth geopolitical knowledge 
about the Middle East accessible to English speakers. In addition to offering 
field briefings at various lookout posts along Israel’s northern border with 
Lebanon and Syria, we also provide lectures and workshops around the 
globe based on our daily research and analysis of the developments in 
Israel’s border conflicts. Because all of our research team reside in Israel’s 
northern border communities, we are uniquely equipped to combine our 
professional expertise and background with a first person perspective of 
how the conflict is affecting life near Israel’s borders. Our work addresses 
the changing cultural climate and current trends in Muslim societies in light 
of other events in Israel’s neighboring countries, while focusing on how 
they all impact the IDF’s security challenges along Israel’s volatile northern 
border. The Alma Center is funded by private philanthropists from all over 
the globe who believe in our cause.
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Ashager Araro
ETHIOPIAN ACTIVIST

Ashager is the woman breaking down barriers in Israel.

Born in Ethiopia, Araro came to Israel as an infant on Operation Solomon, a 
covert military mission that airlifted Ethiopian Jews to Israel in 1991.

One of eight siblings, she grew up in central Israel and went on to excel in 
the Israel Defense Forces, where she rose to the rank of Lieutenant in the 
prestigious Paratroopers Brigade.

Following her military service, Araro pursued a career in diplomacy and 
social advocacy, visiting countries around the world to engage audiences as a 
proud black, Jewish, Israeli woman. Active on social media, she uses a strong 
presence on Twitter/ Instagram to speak on crucial topics and shed light on 
the diversity of the Jewish people.

Alongside her fulfilling work in public diplomacy, Ashager build Battae a 
center for Ethiopian Israeli heritage. Through educational programs, the 
center enables Israelis and members of the global Jewish community to 
explore the unique story and contributions of Ethiopian Jews in Israel.

Chen Kotler Abrahams
SPEAKER AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST

Chen Kotler Abrahams is a member of Kibbutz Kfar-Aza, located on Israel’s 
western border with Gaza, where she raised her son, Orr, and where most of 
her family resides.

For over 15 years, Chen has been an active force in Israel’s thriving social 
sector. Her wide-ranging experience includes managerial roles in foreign 
relations and resource development at Gvanim Association in Sderot, the 
Israel Reform Movement, Ma’ase Center, and Desert Stars. Previously, she 
was a producer for several TV series and the director of Channel 8, Israel’s 
documentary channel.

Today, Chen realized her entrepreneurial ambitions by founding her own 
company, In-Plenty, where she serves as a strategy and marketing freelance 
expert, working mainly with nonprofit organizations and foundations.

Chen serves on the Board of Directors of Sincopa 2002 LTD, in addition she 
serves in different lay-leadership rolls within her kibbutz community.

Chen holds a bachelor’s degree in management and public policy from Sapir 
College.
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Emily Schrader
JOURNALIST AND LETURER

Emily Schrader is a journalist, lecturer, and award winning content creator. As 
an American- Israeli, her work focuses on sharing real stories from the Middle 
East, as well as fighting various forms of bigotry in the region.

She is a regular columnist at the Jerusalem Post and the host of Headlines 
with the Haddads, a TV show focused on explaining the Middle East to an 
American audience – alongside her fiance, Yoseph Haddad.

Emily’s work in advocacy work focuses on combating antisemitism, 
promoting human rights, and feminism. She is renowned for her social media 
presence with a large following across platforms.

Her lectures, which are actively sought out internationally, range from an 
overview of the Middle East, to DEI trainings on antisemitism, to social media 
incitement and hate speech.

Emily holds a Masters Degree in Political Communications from Tel Aviv 
University, and currently resides in Tel Aviv.
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Fleur Hassan-Nahoum

Fleur Hassan-Nahoum grew up in Gibraltar and studied law at Kings College, 
London University. She qualified as a barrister in Middle Temple in 1997 
and practiced in London before immigrating to Israel in 2001. Before joining 
politics, Fleur worked in the Jewish nonprofit world and helmed her own 
communications consulting business. In May 2016 Fleur became a City 
Councilor in Jerusalem and in February 2017 the leader of the Opposition. In 
November 2018 Fleur was re-elected to the Jerusalem Municipal Council and 
was appointed Deputy Mayor for foreign relations, economic development, 
and tourism. Fleur co-founded the UAE-Israel Business Council and the 
Gulf Israel Women’s Forum in 2020. Since September 2023, Fleur has been 
serving as Israel’s special envoy for innovation. She is the first woman to be 
appointed as Secretary General for Kol Israel, the ideological successor to the 
General Zionist Party in the World Zionist Congress. Fleur recently joined the 
Misgav Institute for National Security and Zionist Strategy as a senior fellow 
and sits on the international advisory council. Fleur completed her tenure as 
Deputy Mayor of Jerusalem in March, 2024, and she remains involved in the 
advancement of women’s rights and marginalized populations in the city, 
through economic development and the fight for a pluralistic Jerusalem.

Mualem is currently working hard to leverage the State Hall of Remembrance 
by expanding the ways of commemoration, working to care for the bereaved 
families and to preserve the heritage, and establishment of the IDF Museum.

Haviv Gur
SENIOR POLITICAL ANALYST

Haviv Gur is a veteran Israeli journalist who serves as the senior analyst at 
The Times of Israel. He has covered Israeli politics and the country’s foreign 
and regional policies, as well as its relationship with the Jewish diaspora, 
since 2005.

Haviv has reported from over 20 countries and is fluent in Hebrew and 
English. He served as director of communications for the Jewish Agency for 
Israel, the country’s largest NGO, and was an early advocate and lobbyist 
for SpaceIL, the nonprofit working to advance science and space education 
through the launch of Israeli spacecraft to the Moon. He teaches about 
the intersection of journalism, history and politics at prestigious Israeli 
premilitary academies.
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Ilan Shulman
GOEPOLITICAL TOUR GUIDE

Captain (Res.) Ilan Shulman, a disabled IDF veteran, divides his time between 
fulfilling his IDF reserve duties in the intelligence department and guiding 
geopolitical tours on the Galilee and Golan Heights.

He Lectures students of Middle East studies and gives geopolitical briefings 
to delegations as part of the Israeli Foreign Ministry programs.

He live in Kibbutz Merom Golan near the border with Syria. At 18, he was 
drafted to the IDF and served in the paratroop unit, rising to the position of a 
company commander. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Israel and Middle East 
studies.

Jonathan Nizar Elkhoury

Jonathan Nizar Elkhoury is an Israeli-Lebanese Christian speaker, LGBTQ+ 
activist, public diplomacy adviser, commentator and advocate for Israel.

Elkhoury founded and coordinated the ‘Minorities Project’ for the organization 
Reservists on Duty (RoD) in Israel between 2017 and 2020. The Minorities 
Project is the first of its kind, in which Israeli minorities present their own 
perspective about life in the Democratic Jewish state and their part in its 
success today.

Elkhoury is the son of a former South Lebanon Army (SLA) officer who fled to 
Israel along with his mother and brother in 2001, when his father was forced 
to leave Lebanon after Israel’s withdrawal in May 2000.

Elkhoury is the former spokesman for the Christian Empowerment Council 
that focused on integrating the Christian population into Israeli society 
through national and military service. Elkhoury completed his national service 
of 2 years in Rambam Hospital in Haifa.

His specialty is the situation of Christians and other minorities in Israel, 
and the integration and rights of the South Lebanon Army. Elkhoury is a 
commentator for Israeli media on Israeli Arab relations and the Middle East as 
the Israeli Arab LGBTQ+ community
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Khaled Abu Toameh
JOURNALIST AND ANALYST

Khaled Abu Toameh is an award winning journalist and TV producer who 
specializes in Palestinian affairs.

For the past two decades, he has been working for The Jerusalem Post as a 
senior Palestinian affairs correspondent and analyst. He previously worked as a 
producer for NBC News in the Middle East.

His articles are published in a number of media outlets in Israel and other 
countries.

Abu Toameh studied at Hebrew University in Jerusalem, where he lives and 
works.

Michal Uziyahu

Michal Uziyahu is the Major of “Eshkol” Regional Council and the former head 
of the Eshkol Community Center, a community along the border triangle of 
Israel with Gaza and Egypt. Eshkol is a county of 32 communities that share 
40 km of border with Gaza and 20 km of border with Egypt.

Living on a moshav located on the border with the Gaza Strip (The Gaza 
Envelope,) Michal and her husband, Amir, raise their three young children, 
often in harm’s way of missile attacks and terror tunnels, terror balloons and 
kites.

In the Gaza Envelope communities, many Israelis suffer from PTSD and 
other stress-related disorders after enduring three military operations, an 
Emergency routine reality, and their aftermath in recent years.

Michal was born and raised in the Negev (the southern desert).

After serving two years in the Israeli Army, she returned to the Negev where 
she earned her bachelor’s degree and MBA from Ben Gurion University.

Michal worked closely with JNF on implementing Blueprint Negev while 
working for the Negev Development Authority. In 2011 she became the 
Israeli Emissary for the Jewish community in Colorado and worked to 
strengthen the community’s connection with Israel and understanding of 
Israel’s role in today’s world. After 4 years Michal returned home to the Gaza 
Envelope with her family.
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Miri Eisin
GEO-POLITICAL EXPERT

Retired Colonel Miri Eisin serves on the faculty of the Reichman University in 
Herzliya, Israel, where she teaches graduate and undergraduate students, 
and is an associate at the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism.

Miri is an intelligence, security and diplomacy expert and an international 
public speaker. She is a frequent commentator on these issues in world 
media.

During her 20 years in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF), she served as the 
intelligence officer in combat units, assistant to the Director of Military 
Intelligence, and Deputy Head of the Combat Intelligence Corps.

After retiring from the military, Eisin served as the Israeli government 
spokesperson during the Second Lebanon War in 2006, and as international 
press secretary to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert.

Sam Halaby
THE COLOR HUNTER

Sam Halaby, also known as the Color Hunter is a young artist with boundless 
ideas.

His inspiration comes from the strength of Druze culture, which blends with 
the attributes of modern art to create an unusual texture of a positive, joyous, 
and native sympathetic experience, encouraging a profound connection with 
a large audience.

Sam is the first son born after nine sisters.

His art is constantly inspired by his family, especially his mother, from whom 
he was greatly influenced and likely inherited some of his artistic qualities.

‘The House of Colors’ is Sam Halaby’s original family home, where he grew 
up, instilling in him a love of art.

Following his successful exhibitions in Israel and abroad in recent years, the 
new ‘House of Colors’ is a direct continuation of that work. All of the walls of 
the magnificent building, on all four of its floors, were painted by Sam Halaby 
using his unique technique, in hundreds of colors that transformed it into a 
kind of environmental architectural sculpture, unlike anything seen before in 
Israel.
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Lieutenant Tammy Shur
IDF INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL MEDIA

Lieutenant Tammy Shur is the head of the IDF’s International Social Media 
Office in the IDF Spokespersons Unit.

She manages the soldiers and officers, building and implementing strategic 
social media policies, running accounts on 9 social media platforms in 3 
languages (English, Spanish and French).

As an officer, she formerly served as the chief of staff to the Deputy 
Spokesperson of the IDF, and media advisor to the Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff during operation ‘Guardian of the Walls’.

As a soldier, she was on the development team of the IDF’s TikTok account. 
Tammy speaks English, Hebrew and Russian.




